Subjects Batej, Irena 
Source! P# 

Dates 3.6 of June 1966 


1* Subject* Ukrainian, aged 67, widow, Gr# Gath#, arrived in Sydney, Australia 
on April 24* 1966 fron Lviv, UkSSR# She cone to stay with her dauthor wts3 
in merriedto Roman Vosely and at the present tine resides with then at 
*>Suva Qros#, Greenacre, HSW, Sydney, Australia# 


Subject was marided to Prof# Ivan Babij vrfx> in the (SSttw 193C*s was shot by 
the OTJH for collaboration with PoHsh authorities# Her con. Groat, bom 
in 192 D, was arrested for either activity In the OUH or for speculation in 
1943 and was shot by the Genanns# During tho Geirann occupation the Subject 
worked tho DsyedysSynsIsy Museum in Lviv# After Wh'II Subject was iirpiioonod for 
for a period of six years# Upon bar release she novod to lykolayev but fre- 
quently visited Lviv* 


Subject obtained her passport in Lviv ton days before her departure# She flew 
from Lviv to Moscow whore she ted to wait five days for a plane# Her flight was 
Via "Air - India" through Bombay to Sydney# 

To obtain her passport tho subject ted to subtdt 22 photo graphs of ter self 
and fill out amorous queationnairos about her family, living end decease, 
at homo and abroad# 

Tho Subject wns interviewed at her son-in-law 1 s homo on April 20, 1966 in 
tho presence of her daughter and son-irwlew* £5ho appeared to be in very 
good spirits, especially as for hor age, however, was not veiy taltetiva, 
fearing tho safety of relatives left behind* Moot Of tho info motion about tho 
subject was obtained fioia her daughter or her oon-in-inu# 
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There is an off » Units area near Tar' ache* Iteona is aliened to go there# 
Subject did not have ary details and iraaondiatodly deviated from this topic* 


Stejtct disclosed knowledge of the arrests of Svitlyetay and Daiuba in^Klov 
and el so claimed that rumor ted it that nary moro wore arrested am tried. 
Tho subject did not know the names# She also s&fcd that Daiuba wrote a 46 
page protest with regards to the arrests anti ted sube&ttea it to the author- 
ities# 
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Subject did not know much about si Jailor arrests in Lviv but she did bring out 
the fact that Vera Svontoitka sent tine was employed with the . 

Museum in Lviv hod boon *£» arfostG^ulio Subject also disclosed that tho pri- 
sons of Lviv on Kazyoyrsky St# and Lonsky St*, in her opinion, oro full# 

When questioned, about Simonenko, ftps# Balij an swored that oho read his book 
"Vyno 8 Trojand* but his works wore forbidden# 


Party Jaenbarsfiip is not conoid: rod to be apriori derogatory in itself# liary 
people singly join the party because they must# It is the tray a party member 
behaved that he in judg od about by the population# An example is Kos Anatolsiy, 
who although ho is a party member considers himself to be a good Ukrainian 
aad always talks quite freely in Ukrainian# Tho o 1 y "trouble” with him is that 
lv> is veiy mush a ladies man # However, the populace looks u>;on him as opatri- 
otic Ukrainian# Tho sane is not true for others# The people are greatly angered 
at Ixyna Vildo, the famous pro - war writer, who becano such an ardent party 
member# Ifyehajlo I&dnytsky, another fervent party member, is also looked down 
upon, but even with greater scorn than Vildo* Stofaiyk hoo also surprised the 
population fbr bo ceding such a servont of thS enemy, 


He so ttlomentt 

S tho aroa 3 f Lvi v nary of tho people who were reeottlted to other parts of 
the Soviet Union often made good money and hod no desire to return# Others who 
returned from resettlement went right beck because there wore jobs from where 
they Came# In Lviv one may find nary resettled Haainiann frees the oast* These 
are often treated better than the root of population# Proquently special voca- 
tional and other qualification courses are organised to on able then to obtain 
better jo bs* They even so motines arrive with false certificates . df hi gher 
education and auttori ties connive at this# 


Lviv has undorgonoemaiy changes# It has CKponded in tho area toward Stayj# Many 
now buildings have appeared of tho standard form but not especially rd.ee* Those 
are located ajf the terminal end of Xven Frorito St# On tire streets there are many 
buses, trollies, and streetcars to bo seen# In the hones ranyyof the people 
already have TV sots# 


During Krushchev tilings eased off a bit* From the Sub j act* s attitude it aprpearod 
that. the people liked Krushchev# How that ho is gone tho Subject believes 
tilings wi ll- got a little worse nninly from a politico! aspect# There is fear 
that the now leadership may tighten up the screw again* 


ifettoonr'ry Array servioomon are to be seen in Lviv# According to the Subjoct 
most roads in boot# Ukraine are asphalt covered and in good condition* Bus sand 
air transportation is wHl organised and relatively cheep# 


